Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.096; data-toparameter ratio = 19.5.
In the title compound, C 60 H 50 B 2 P 4 Á1.5C 4 H 8 O, the diphosphadiborane molecule lies on an inversion centre, whereas the disordered tetrahydrofuran solvent molecule is in a general position with a partial occupancy of 0.75. The diphosphadiborane molecule consists of an ideal planar four-membered B 2 P 2 ring with an additional phenyl and a -PPh 2 group attached to each B atom.
Related literature
For the structure of a monomeric diphosphaborane molecule, see: Bartlett et al. (1988) . For assumed monomeric PhB(PPh 2 ) 2 , see: Coates & Livingstone (1961) . For the structures of other dimeric boron-bridged bisphosphine compounds, see: Herdtweck et al. (1997) ; Kaufmann et al. (1997); Nö th (1987) .
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Figure 1
The structure of the diphosphadiborane molecule showing the atom-labelling scheme. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
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